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ditions under which armed assistance shall be afforded by
either Power to the other in the circumstances mentioned in
the present Agreement, and the means by which such assist-
ance is to be made available, will be arranged by naval and
military authorities of the Contracting Parties, who will from
time to time consult one another fully and freely upon all
questions of mutual interest." This arrangement opens up
great possibilities, on which, however, we need not meantime
speculate. Sir Edward Grey, the Secretary for Foreign
Affairs for Great Britain, at a recent meeting* of the London
Japan Society, said, in looking back over the period since
the treaty was renewed, he asked " what test they would
apply as to whether an alliance was wise, and \vhether it
had been successful. The test he should apply was twofold.
Had the Treaty of Alliance made its object secure, and had
it tended to promote peace? Both these questions un-
hesitatingly could be answered in the affirmative, Those
who made the treaty believed at the time that the objects it
had in view were objects with which the whole world might
sympathise, because they were directed against no other
Power, and were for the welfare of all. That view had
been endorsed because in the course of the last three years
Japan had entered into agreement with other Powers, having
more or less the same objects as the Anglo-Japanese Alliance,
As other Powers had made these agreements, they were
entitled to say that the objects of the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance were more secure than ever, and that the prospect
of peace was more secure so far as those objects were
concerned." He concluded his speech by saying: "Long
might these good relations between ourselves and Japan
continue, and long might the objects of the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance receive the same approval from the world as was
the case to-day." As The Times remarked on the fiftieth
anniversary (August 26, 1908) of the signature of the first
treaty between Great Britain and Japan: "Those treaties
had for their object the consolidation and maintenance of

1 May 20, 1908.